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INTRODUCTION

Stacks of rough-turned bowls in Japan

In February of 2007, Angelo lafrate, president
of the American Association of Woodturners,
attended the exhibit Genuine Japan, in New York.
The exhibit featured wrushi ware, made using
an ancient Japanese lacquering technique that
originated over 6,000 years ago. Urushi is still being
practiced today, and both Japanese woodturning
and the application of urushi were demonstrated by
turners from Yamanaka, Japan, a town famed for
this technique.

Their woodturning approach has two major steps:
roughed-out bowls are turned from green (undried)
keyaki wood on production lathes, and then later
are finished by accomplished turners. Keyaki,
a relative of the elm tree, is valued in Japan for
furniture-making, making faiko drums, and as a
beautiful shade tree. Many roughed-out bowls were
brought to New York where some were finished
during demonstrations.

At the end of the exhibit several dozen rough-
turned bowls remained, and Ms. Atsuko Yanai of
the Japanese contingent offered them to Angelo
lafrate for the AAW.



Traditional urushi ware

After some brainstorming, the bowls were given to
studio artists to finish in a style of their choosing
and then would be auctioned to raise funds for the
AAW Professional Outreach Programs (POP).

As one looks through this catalog and views the
various products of this undertaking, seeing the
marvelous finished pieces that all came from
a simple bowl form, one cannot help but be
astonished at the transformation. Taking a simple
Japanese bowl and finishing it with a Western
perspective and creativity has produced wonderful,
imaginative, and magnificent work.

We offer our gratitude and thanks to Atsuko Yanai,
and also to Rumiko Kanesaka of Canada, who has
been most helpful as interpreter and liason with
the people of Yamanaka for both this exhibit and
for the demonstrations by skilled Japanese turners
at the Portland symposium. We also thank Mr.
Masanori Kamiguchi, Chairman of the Yamanaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Without their
expertise and assistance this show would not have
been possible. -Bill Haskell, Exhibitions Chair
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Original rough-turned bowl blank

Shown approximately actual size










